Introns 1 and 22 inversions and factor VIII inhibitors in patients with severe haemophilia A in southern Brazil.
A total of 107 unrelated severe haemophilia A patients living in the southern Brazilian state of Rio Grande do Sul were studied in relation to the prevalence of inversions present in introns 22 and 1 and a subsample of them (95) tested for the presence of Factor VIII inhibitors. These data were then incorporated with those from 15 other countries and 3871 patients. The frequencies of these two inversions show a remarkable homogeneity in series collected in different continents, from people with diverse ethnic extraction. The prevalence of inhibitors among patients with inversion 22, on the other hand, varies widely (5-51%; seven countries, 1482 patients), the value observed by us being the highest. The importance of obtaining data from patients throughout the world to clarify the aetiology of this important complicating factor in the therapeutics of the disease is emphasized.